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 Diplomacy for a deserted people 
 
Trapped in desert exile for more than 30 years, the indigenous Saharawi people of Western Sahara are still 
waiting for the United Nations to deliver on its 1991 promise of a referendum to determine, once and for all, and 
through the will of its people, the international status of their territory.   
 
Like East Timor before it, Western Sahara was invaded illegally by its bordering neighbour (Morocco) following 
the 1975 unilateral withdrawal of the colonial power (Spain).  But unlike East Timor, the UN Mission for 
Western Sahara (MINURSO) has thus far been unable to fulfil its mandate to hold a referendum, hindered by a 
stubborn and abusive Moroccan occupation and a UN Security Council unwilling to intervene. 
 
In November, ID's Western Sahara project leader Dean Bialek travelled to the Saharawi desert refugee camps, 
where he met President Mohamed Abdelaziz, Parliamentary Speaker Mahfoud Ali Beiba and a variety of 
political interest groups to help forge a diplomatic strategy to break the current political impasse.  Key pillars of 
the strategy include how to make progress in the UN-led talks between Morocco and the Saharawi leadership, 
bringing an end to the illegal exploitation of Western Sahara's natural resources, and ensuring international 
monitoring of human rights violations in the occupied territory, as recently documented by Human Rights 
Watch.   
 
A diplomatic strategy that highlights these issues for international decision-makers can help bring the 
generation-long wait of the Saharawi people in the desert to an end.  This is precisely the work ID has set out to 
do.   

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
Independent Diplomat is a non-profit organisation supported by donations from foundations and individual 
donors, as well as by fees from our clients who have the means.  Our work for the least wealthy countries, who 
are often the most marginalised, only happens thanks to support from our donors.  Please consider making a 
donation to Independent Diplomat.  Donations in the US are tax-deductible, and in the UK can be reclaimed: 
ID is a 501(c)(3) organisation in the US (EIN 11-3816205), and a registered charity (no.1125699) in the UK.   
  
If you pay UK income tax, you can increase the impact of your donation by completing a gift aid declaration that 
will allow ID to claim the standard rate income tax from Revenue and Customs that you will have paid.  For 
every £1 donated ID will be able to claim back 28p.   
  
Click here
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Credit card donations in the United States can be made online by entering Independent Diplomat at Network for 

Good  
 
All other credit card donations can be made online by entering Independent Diplomat at Charities Aid 

 

Foundation  
 
American Express cardholders may be eligible to earn Membership Rewards® points for every dollar you 
donate through December 31st by donating online at American Express Give 
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